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Overview 
Ways to Study 
Undergraduate music programs are offered through the Don Wright Faculty of 
Music and represent a variety of disciplines and interests, including performance, 
popular music, education and administration. Music education students are 
guaranteed entrance into Western’s Faculty of Education and there is a breadth of 
performance opportunities, both solo and in ensembles. Please use these links to 
read more about Western’s departments, opportunities, parent information, 
scholarships and virtual open house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location, Location, Location 
The Don Wright Faculty of Music is located in Western’s London campus, and 
students have access to facilities such as the Paul Davenport Theatre in Talbot 
College and von Kuster Hall and the Moscovich Recital Hall in the Music Building. The 
Music Building has been recently renovated, with new practice rooms and other 
amenities. Music students also can access research and score resources in the 
dedicated Music Library in Talbot College. 

Life on Campus 
Students at Western can participate in a variety of clubs and student societies, 
including ones focused on music. They can support important causes through their 
Charity Chords club or perform with the UWO Choir or Chamber Music clubs (which 
are not the same as the Faculty’s ensembles). Students have access to the Western 
Student Recreation Centre (which houses its gyms and pool), a variety of on-campus 
dining and the University Community Centre. 
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https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/index.html
https://music.uwo.ca/departments/index.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/why-music.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/parent-information.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/finaid/future-undergrad.html
https://virtualtour.uwo.ca/uwo/music
https://music.uwo.ca/about/facilities/paul-davenport-theatre.html
https://music.uwo.ca/about/facilities/von-kuster-hall.html
https://www.lib.uwo.ca/music/index.html
http://westernusc.ca/clubs/
https://www.instagram.com/charitychordsuwo/
https://www.instagram.com/uwochoir/
https://www.instagram.com/wcm.uwo/
https://uwo.ca/campusrec/about/wsrc.html
https://uwo.ca/campusrec/about/wsrc.html


 

Programs 

Bachelor of Music 
The auditioned Bachelor of Music (BMus) is a music degree, in which all students 
take a common first year and then begin to specialize and diversify in upper years. 
Honours programs allow a special program of study which focuses on a given 
specialty (see below), beginning in third year. Students may choose to do a general 
honours degree or a general BMus, which are similar but have slightly different 
progression requirements throughout the degree. All versions include private 
instrumental or vocal lessons, ensemble classes and require both music and 
non-music electives. 
   
In their first year, all students take music theory, history and musicianship (e.g. 
ear-training, keyboard harmony, sight-singing) courses. Additionally, students take a 
one-term course in music composition, teaching and learning or popular music and 
culture; a one-term elective from outside the Don Wright Faculty of Music; and 
another one-term elective that can be in either music or from outside of the Faculty. 
In second year, students continue taking theory, history and skills courses, and in 
third and fourth year concentrate more heavily on their area of study (below). 

Honours Specializations 
●​ Composition 

○​ Students receive private composition lessons, and take specialty 
courses in arranging, electronic music and advanced theory. 

●​ Music Education 
○​ Students take courses focused on education and teaching skills, 

including conducting, teaching different instruments and issues in 
education practice 

●​ Music performance in orchestral instruments (including harp and guitar), 
piano, and voice. 

○​ Students receive recital opportunities, may be required to study 
chamber music and can explore other topics in music as part of their 
elective requirements. 

●​ Music Research 
○​ Students are able to study topics in music within their research 

interests, including history, theory and popular music studies courses. 
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https://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20782&Keywords=bachelor%20of%20music&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20782&Keywords=bachelor%20of%20music&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20781&Keywords=bachelor%20of%20music&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20780&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20774&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20775&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20777&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20778&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=21650&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=


 

Honours Bachelor of Arts (Music) 
Western offers a variety of Bachelor of Arts in Music, separate from the BMus.. 

Major or Honours Specialization in Music 
A non-auditioned Bachelor of Arts (BA), with either an honours specialization (9.0 
credits) or major (6.0 credits) in music, provides students with a strong foundation for 
music study in first-year courses. They are able to customize their program in upper 
years. A strong background in either pop or classical music is recommended, and an 
interview and music theory assessment are requirements for admission. 

Major in Popular Music 
This auditioned BA program allows students to explore a variety of aspects of the 
creative music industry, such as songwriting, project management and game 
scoring. Auditions are in popular music genres. With a focus on music production, 
students take standard first-year courses and specialize in second year. In fourth year 
students complete a capstone project which allows them to explore producing, 
distributing and marketing their music 

Specialization Music Administrative Studies 
An auditioned BA, the program is designed to prepare students for management 
positions in the music industry. This includes marketing, publishing, arts 
management, and production and distribution of music. Offered jointly with the 
Management and Organizational Studies (MOS) program at the Faculty of Social 
Science, it incorporates courses from both programs and electives which can either 
broaden your expertise or create a mini specialization in a field within music. 

Combined Degree Programs 
These 5-year programs, combining a Bachelor of Music (or other music degree) and a 
BA in Honours Business Administration (HBA) from Western or a diploma in Music 
Industry Arts (MIA) from Fanshawe College. Generally, students complete two years 
in the music program, then shift focus to the collaborative program for third year, 
finishing years four and five with a combination of the two. Students receive their 
music degree in addition to either the BA in HBA or diploma in MIA. 

Minors in Music 
The Don Wright Faculty of Music offers minors in music or dance. The music minor 
focuses either on academic music courses or performance studies. Ensemble 
courses count towards the performance minor, but not the academic music minor.
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https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20772&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20769&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/bachelor-of-arts-major-in-popular-music-studies.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/bachelor-of-arts-specialization-in-music-administrative-studies.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/hba-music.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/music-recording-arts.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/music-recording-arts.html
https://www.fanshawec.ca/programs/mia2-music-industry-arts/next
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/music-minor.html
https://music.uwo.ca/departments/music-education/dance.html


 

Admissions Requirements 

Course Requirements 
6 approved 4U and/or M level courses including ENG4U (English). All programs list a 
guideline of a mid-year average in the low 80s. The Administrative Studies program 
additionally requires one of the following: Advanced Functions (MHF4U), Calculus 
and Vectors (MCV4U) or Math of Data Management (MDM4U). You can find more 
details here and at this how to apply link. 

Audition 
The BMus requires students to audition (with a short Zoom interview). All BMus 
applicants who are not accepted are immediately considered for the BA (Music). A 
BA in Popular Music or Music Administrative Studies requires an interview and a 
recorded audition. Audition/interview fee is $88. 

Audition Requirements 

Bachelor of Music Audition Requirements 
Repertoire should be chosen based on your instrument or program requirements. 
The general requirement for instrumentalists is to perform two contrasting pieces 
demonstrating your level of skill, with vocalists performing three songs, one of which 
is in another language. Students should have piano proficiency of Grade VI (6) level 
before graduating; an equivalency course is offered during the school year. Details 
and more specific requirements available here. 
 

BA in Popular Music Studies Audition Requirements 
All requirements described in detail here. Generally, students should prepare one 
recorded pop song for performance. 

BA in Music Administrative Studies Audition Requirements: 
Students can apply with either classical or pop music following the instructions here. 
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https://welcome.uwo.ca/next-steps/requirements/ontario-high-school.html
https://welcome.uwo.ca/next-steps/
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-process.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/bachelor-of-arts-major-in-popular-music-studies.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/programs/bachelor-of-arts-specialization-in-music-administrative-studies.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-process.html#recorded-auditions
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-instruments/index.html
https://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_012784_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#35609
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-instruments/index.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-instruments/pop-music.html
https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-instruments/mas.html


 

Admission Forms 
All programs require two letters of admission from two separate referees, and to fill 
out a questionnaire for your program. See here for individual program forms. 

Music Theory Assessment 
A music theory assessment is not required for admission to Western’s music 
programs. They do recommend having studied theory at a level equivalent to a 
minimum of Royal Conservatory of Music Level 6 Music Theory before entrance to 
the BMus program. An introductory theory course, separate from first year theory, is 
still listed in their academic calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading this guide! Check out our other guides for more 
information on post-secondary programs and schools! 
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https://music.uwo.ca/future-students/undergraduate/audition-process.html#forms
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Modules.cfm?ModuleID=20782&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_010388_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://bandology.ca/post-sec-programs/
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