
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings Music Educator,  
 
Thank you for your interest in our organization. Sweet Adelines International is a highly 
respected worldwide organization of women singers committed to advancing the musical art 
form of barbershop harmony through education, competition and performance. As part of that 
commitment, we have created the Young Women in Harmony (YWIH) Program to assist music 
educators who want to introduce barbershop style a cappella music in their choral programs. 
 
Barbershop music is a distinctly American art form.  Singing in a barbershop chorus or quartet 
is a fun and valuable experience that teaches musical artistry by reinforcing skills such as 
tuning, synchronization, lyrical and visual interpretation of the music.  Today’s contemporary 
barbershop style has grown far beyond the stereotypes of “four old guys in straw hats!”  
Barbershop a cappella choruses and quartets perform everything from Broadway hits to pop, 
jazz, swing, gospel and light opera—all in the same unique style.   
 
I highly recommend the materials and training provided by Sweet Adelines International’s 
Education Department. There you will find a series of musical arrangements voiced specifically 
for young women.  Many arrangements are available in SSAA as well as in the traditional 
barbershop format of tenor, lead, baritone, bass.  There are two samples included; however, 
additional arrangements can be purchased through our online store at www.sweetadelines.com.  
 
You will also find enclosed a barbershop history lesson plan designed for students in grades  
6-12. The Barbershop Harmony Lesson Plan and interactive links are also available on our 
website. 

 
Our staff is happy to assist you with opportunities for funding and complimentary educator 
materials. For more information, please visit www.youngwomeninharmony.com, contact the 
Sweet Adelines International Education Department at education@sweetadelines.com or call  
1-800-992-7464.   
 
In Harmony,  
 

 
Joan Boutilier 
International President 
Sweet Adelines International 



Sweet Adelines International 
9110 S. Toledo, Tulsa, OK 74137 

www.sweetadelines.com – www.youngwomeninharmony.com   

 

Welcome and thank you for your interest! 

We are excited that you want to know more about our Young Women In Harmony program. The 

program offers materials, training and performance opportunities to youth and music educators to 

foster appreciation for this truly American art form. 

 “Experience with barbershop music has some wonderful benefits for students – from building fabulous 

aural skills, great intonation, a sense of true harmonic structure to outstanding poise and expressive, 

engaged faces! “  Dr. Lynne Gackle, Baylor University School of Music, ACDA National President-elect. 

What is barbershop harmony? 

In simple terms, barbershop harmony is an American art form featuring vocal harmony produced by four 

parts: tenor, lead, baritone and bass.   

Tenor – harmony sung above the lead.  Although tenor is the highest voice in barbershop harmony, it 

should not be confused with the soprano of traditional choral singing. Tenor voice should have a sweet, 

pure tone that will compliment but not overpower the lead voice. 

Lead – often the melody, range is A below middle C, and C above middle C. 

Baritone – harmony with similar range to the lead. 

Bass – should have a rich, resonant sound and able to comfortably sing pitches as low as E flat below 

middle C.   

Unless notated as SSAA, the baritone and bass lines are sung an octave above what is written. 

What is Sweet Adelines International? 

Sweet Adelines International is a worldwide organization of women singers committed to advancing the 

musical art form of barbershop harmony through education and performance.  This independent, non-

profit music education association is the world’s largest singing organization for women.   

Sweet Adelines International offers education and certification in choral directing, music arranging, 

judging and teaching. Through the Young Women In Harmony program, Sweet Adeline members share 

the joy of singing and performing with choral educators and young women under the age of 26. 

How does barbershop harmony benefit young singers? 

 “I’ve seen immediate growth in tuning, intonation throughout my entire program.  The way that my 
women and particularly altos now sing with a little bit more moxie, more resonance and intonation in a 

sense of tuning fifths, thirds, all of that is permeating my program because of barbershop harmony. I 

highly recommend it for both boys and girls.”  Darrin Drown, Choral Director, Grandview High School, 
Aurora, CO 

 

“I love their ability to communicate and I really do attribute that to their singing barbershop.”  Lori 
Lyford, Choral Director, Chandler High School, Chandler, AZ 

 

http://www.sweetadelines.com/
http://www.youngwomeninharmony.com/


 

What are some other youth opportunities available from Sweet Adelines Int’l? 

The annual Rising Star Quartet Contest is held annually for female quartets aged 25 and younger.   

 

The annual youth Video Chorus Contest is open to young women age 25 and under. 

 

The Young Singers Foundation offers college scholarships for vocal music students.   

Grants for Young Women In Harmony and community vocal music activities are awarded twice a year.   

Applications and additional information for these programs are available at 

www.sweetadelines.com/education.  

 

What are students saying about the Young Women In Harmony program: 

 

“Being in barbershop has helped me a lot with my musicianship skills like reading music and theory.” 
Student, Gaither High School, Tampa, FL  

 

“I want to be a leader in the soprano section and now it has improved my sight-reading.” Student, 

Gaither High School, Tampa, FL  

 

“The family unit you create, the energy onstage and the chords are so amazing.  It’s a great environment 
to be singing in with amazing people and I never want to stop.” Student, Chandler High School, Chandler 

AZ,  

 

“Its’s something I can be doing for my entire life.”  Student, Chandler High School, Chandler, AZ. 
 

“The energy and enthusiasm.” Student, Union High School, Tulsa, OK  

 “When all four parts hit the right notes, you get a glorious overtone.”  Student, Union High School, 

Tulsa, OK  

Thank you for your interest in Sweet Adelines International’s Young Women In Harmony program!  Our 
choruses and quartets are located around the globe and we are here to help you share this wonderful 

art form with your students.   

For more information or assistance locating a chorus in your area, please contact us:  Phone 

(800) 992- 7464, (918) 622-1444 or education@sweetadelines.com.

 

mailto:education@sweetadelines.com



























