


I will be able to expand my simple melodic line and reflect on how the 
technique has altered my original theme.

I know I’ve got it when I can expand a simple melodic line using inversion, 
reversion, retrogradation, diminution, and augmentation. 















Theme Variation 1 Variation 2 Variation 3

















http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QumBi_qMGTs&t=1026
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIDV-In9S0c&t=1292
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZODHDRRCZKA&t=1533


http://www.bandology.ca


Composition Worksheet 
 

PART 2 
 

 
STRUCTURE  
 
Call and Response  or Question and Answer.  

 

Just like when we speak to people, music acts in the same way. 
 
Question: Hi, how are you doing today? Answer: I am doing well today, thank you.  
 

NOTES: 
● Notice how in the response to the question, many of the same words are repeated? 
● Look at how the sentence finishes. It completes the thought fully and allows the conversation 

to move on to another topic. 

 
 
 
THEME AND VARIATION 
 

Variation = Take original thematic material but rephrase it in a different way. 
 

Ways to vary the thematic material: 
● Change the key, time signature, dynamics, tempo, texture or rhythm 
● Add extra notes or ornamentation to the original melody 
● Embellish the original melody with: inversion, reverse, retrograde, diminution or 

augmentation (see the next page for a chart with definitions and visual cues) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Original Theme 

 

Technique 
Name 

Definition Variation of Theme 

Inversion Flip the theme 
upside down 

 

Reverse Repeat the theme 
backwards 

 

Retrograde Upside down + 
backwards 

  

Diminution Shorten the 
rhythmic value of 
the theme 

  

Augmentation Lengthen rhythmic 
value of the theme 

 

 

 
 
Golden Rule of Composition: Experiment to find what you enjoy. You have to like how it sounds, &  

               that’s what matters!  

 



 

                                           Listening Log                 Name:________________ 

Date: ________________  
  

Name of Piece: _______________________ 
 

1. General thoughts of the piece. Did you like it? Why or why not? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Examine and describe the musical elements that you can identify in this piece. 

 

Dynamics: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tempo: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Timbre: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rhythm: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Texture: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Form: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Melody: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Harmony: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. What was your favorite element (and/or combination of elements) in the piece and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


